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DECLARATION OF THE SYMPOSIUM
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Life or Oblivion

A Call from the Hibakusha of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
to the Hibakusha of the World

Women and men, young people and children of the world, unite!
You have nothing to lose but the chains that bind you to the increasing
armaments and war. Unless you can break those chains, we may lose
our jobs, our homes, our schools, our playgrounds, our lives, our cul-
ture, our civilizations, our world.

We are all survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki Bombs. WE
are all survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombs. We also are
Hibakusha, as the survivors of those cities call themselves. Although
we did not experience the blast and the burns, we all carry in our
bodies man-made radioactivity which would never have been there
but for the nuclear explosions which have followed since 1945. Those
bombs killed 300,000 people, women, men, young people, children,
babies, animals, birds and fish—every form of life. They killed many
more even of those gallant and desperate people who came to the
cities afterwards looking for relatives or to give their help.

We survived those bombs, but we are threatened now by a million
bombs more powerful than the bombs which destroyed Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, as we are threatened by the prospect of neutron bombs,
of cruise missiles and the development of more accurate strategic
weapons.

Not only pacifists and idealists warn us of this mortal danger, but

the leaders of the nations, Presidents and Prime Ministers, Ministers
of Defense and military men. And more important is the solemn
warning from scientists, some of whom helped to create the bombs
and the missile systems that we are facing now. We are in danger
of destroying our civilizations and even human life itself, the scientists

warn us. If these weapons are ever used—and scientists tell us that

there is an increasing probability that they will be used—if they are
ever used, unless we can reverse the present trends, the Earth would
become as barren and sterile as the moon.

Hibakusha of the world, we are all born free, but everywhere we
are slaves to these monstrous preparations for a Third World War.
We have now reached a stage of complete irrationality.

Militarists say that peaceful coexistence is an idle dream and that
armaments are essential for the security and the greatness of the na-
tion. They say that they are the realists of the world, who face the
hard facts of life.

But, in fact, they are the prophets of illusion. The armaments they
manufacture give no defense against the modern weapons. They give
no greatness to the nation. They not only rob us of the national and
cultural heritage, wherever we live, but they create the very insecurity
which they are intended to dispel. They cause poverty, and social
injustice everywhere. If we end the Arms Race, we can rebuild decay-
ing cities, we can make the homes, the work, the schools, the hospitals
that every nation needs. We can wipe out preventable disease. We
can teach every person in the world to read and write, and open to
them the world of culture. We can make life happy and noble for all
people everywhere.

How can we end the arms race? And how can we achieve general
and complete disarmament that we desire? We can do it by follow-
ing the lead of the enlightened governments and especially of the
Non-Aligned governments who recently declared that the long nego-
tiations of the United Nations, which, whatever else they may have
done, have failed to produce any significant disarmament. They de--
clare, these Non-Aligned governments, that this failure has become
increasingly intolerable—those are their words—increasingly intolera-
ble and dangerous, and in response to our call for a World Disarma-
ment Conference, they have succeeded at last in securing the sum-
moning of the special session of the United Nations General Assembly
on Disarmament next year.

If we drift on as we are drifting now, we may sleepwalk into the
final catastrophe. Then the human race will perish, and no human
voice will ever speak again.

But that need not happen; if the human voices of the people will
speak now, if by the million and by the hundred million they will cry
“an end to armaments and all the evil that comes with them. Let us
give the resources of the world to human happiness and human wel-
fare, not to death and devastation.”

If the people will so speak, if we will act with them, we must work
hard to support the conference of world NGOs which is to meet in
Geneva in February next year. If we do this, the governments will
listen, and in the special session of the United Nations, they will start
the process of the General and Complete Disarmament that all think-
ing women, men and young people so ardently desire.

The lessons of Hiroshima and Nagasaki may yet save mankind, if
we are willing now to learn those lessons. If we learn them we must
act without delay. Time is short.

Hibakusha of the world unite. We are the people of a glorious
futare yet to be.

Aug. 2, 1977
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